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Life on the Edge 2004 Data:

Steve Rutz has submitted the EIS to OE and NCDDC and has also submitted the video to the NCL.  He is still planning to send the rest of the digital data to NCDDC as well as archive it in his center, NODC.

Mountains in the Sea 2004 Data:

Mike McKee has been wrapping up the data management of this cruise.  He will be ready to send the video duplicates, video highlights, and EIS runtime to OE by Sept 2.  The rest of the data from the cruise resides on an external hard drive that Catalina brought back from sea.  This hard drive is configured for a Mac, and Don Collins has offered to help extract the data.

2003 Data:

Kristin has been working to prepare much of the 2003 cruise data for delivery to the centers.  Data from the Charleston Bump is ready, and data from the NWHI cruises is almost ready.  Several others are being prepared and are at different stages.  

FGDC – EIS crosswalk:

Julie and Susan have been working to create a crosswalk between the CIMS
 and FGDC metadata.  When this is completed, they will be able to export the appropriate metadata to accompany data (video, multibeam, CTD, etc.) that comes off a ship.  This crosswalk is still being created.  

Before the crosswalk is ready, the data centers (NGDC and NODC) are still willing to accept the data without the CIMS-generated metadata.

The level of granularity for the metadata record is still something to be determined, and may have to be evaluated on a cruise-by-cruise basis.  In general, a single metadata record for one cruise will be too large and complex, while a metadata record for every individual file collected will be much too tedious and unnecessary.  Something in between will have to be determined.

Data Delivery to NGDC:

NGDC is generally very flexible in the way that they will accept multibeam bathymetry data.  Kristin has contacted Bill Virden at NGDC regarding the submission of multibeam data, and his response was, “You can send the data to me and I will archive and provide as necessary.  MBSystem supported data files are preferred with any other types of popular data files.  Descriptive Report's (DR) are welcomed as well if available.”

OE also has screen grabs from single-beam fathometer surveys that have been collected on several cruises.  The screen-grabs images were collected over areas of interest.  NGDC handles seismic images that are jpgs, which is a similar format, so something may be worked out.  Kristin and George need to talk about this at another time.

NWHI 2003 Multibeam Data:

In order to develop a template for multibeam metadata output, Kristin will send multibeam data to NCDDC.  NCDDC will work with this data, the EIS records of the data, and the FGDC-EIS crosswalk to develop a metadata output.  They will initially attempt to do this with the multibeam from the NWHI 2003 cruise.  NCDDC will document this process of receiving files, working with the files, and generating the metadata as they proceed.    

Biological Samples:

Steve Brown was concerned that organism names that were collected and/or observed at sea should be searchable online.  At this time, some organisms are available for discovery.  The NCL is in the process of making their images searchable.  Additionally, EIS records a general list of samples collected as well as a list or organisms observed during a dive.  Once FGDC records have been generated, these lists will be searchable online as well.  There are several ways that organism names may be searchable online, but much of it is yet to be developed.  Steve would like for all organism names to be discoverable by all.

Data Checklist:

NCDDC has offered to generate a data checklist.  This will contain a listing of all datasets in the EIS and will be used to keep track of where data has been sent.  At this time, such a comprehensive list does not exist.  In the future, such a capability should exist in the EIS.  Kristin will fill in this data checklist to keep track of what data has been distributed where.

MIS/EIS Integration & CIMS Pilot Project:

Susan has successfully mapped the EIS and MIS to each other.  Minor changes had to be made to both systems in order to accommodate the mapping.  In this dual system, CIMS, she has entered information from the cruise plan and project proposal for the Estuary to the Abyss (ETTA) cruise.  ETTA is the first of the two “pilot project” cruises being used for the CIMS.  Susan was able to successfully construct an EIS runtime for Lenny to use on the ETTA cruise.  When Lenny returns, Susan will ingest the runtime data into the CIMS.  

The second of the “pilot project” cruises will take place from Sept 22-27.  Both Kevin and Mike will be on this NURP cruise, although Mike will likely be the one working with the EIS at sea.  He will put the EIS runtime that Susan generates on his laptop for use on the vessel.  

The CIMS process with the pilot projects is moving along according to the plan set out in the EIS/MIS integration meeting that was held in CT in early July.

Review of Integrated Ocean Mapping Meeting at NGDC:

During this meeting that took place in late June, the EIS was presented to the IOM group.  They liked the idea of the EIS and were eager to work more with the IPT.  One issue they had with it was that it uses Filemaker software, which does not work well with Oracle databases, the most robust software that they use.  NGDC would also like to geospatially enable the EIS.  Geospatial viewing however, is currently planned to be done through the Digital Atlas.  These are all issues that should be talked about, but also understand that presently the IPT is focusing their efforts on constructing and understanding a data process.  Software migration may happen in the future, but current resources of time are limiting.  

Reports:

Need to be sure that we are feeding other worldwide oceanographic centers with appropriate data, such as ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Seas) and WDCA.  Reports could be generated from the EIS to send to such centers.  

NOAA Briefings:

It has been suggested that the IPT conduct briefings for other groups within NOAA to advertise our work and the development of the CIMS, and also to gain support for and acknowledgement of the IPT’s work.  Such briefings would be conducted jointly with OE and NCDDC.  The presentations would be transparent about the IPT’s hope to make these technologies and processes used NOAA-wide.  The following groups were suggested as potential audiences:

· ITAT (Information Technology Architecture Team):  Sue Stark, Parmesh and Sharon are all on the NESDIS ITAT committee.  This group could potentially give us guidance to be compatible with NOAA IT Architecture standards.  Sue Stark would be a good initial contact for this.  

· CIO Council: This group meets face-to-face every 6 months (or so).  Their next meeting is scheduled for early 2005.  An initial contact for this may be the OAR branch of the CIO.  

· Data Stewardship Committee:  This group resides under the NOAA Observing System Council.

· Fisheries Council

If these briefings are also going to include a demonstration of our successful process, they should wait until the end of the year once much of the cruises for the 2004 field season have been wrapped up.  

Data Flow Diagram:

Lenny is currently the keeper of the data flow diagram that has been developed.  As more detailed flow diagrams and descriptions of individual processes are developed, they need to be incorporated in to the larger data flow diagram.  This may be done as an appendix in some way, but needs to be fit into the scheme of the overall data flow diagram.  Process descriptions that are currently being developed are:

· Multibeam metadata:  As described above, Susan and Julie will be documenting the process of acquiring multibeam files and generating metadata for them

· Highlight video creation:  Jimmy Connors, an OE summer intern, has been creating video highlights for the library.  Anna Fiolek wants to contact Jimmy so she can understand and document the process he has been using.

· Video cataloging:  Don and Anna have been generating a detailed flow of actions for processing video data.

Action Item Summary:

	Who
	When
	What

	Steve Rutz
	
	Deliver digital data from Life on the Edge 2004 cruise to NCDDC, and archive it in NODC.

	Mike McKee
	09/02/04
	Send Mtns2004 video, video highlights and EIS runtime to OE.  

	Julie, Susan
	
	Develop process of generating metadata for multibeam data using NWHI 2003 data.  Document this process and add it to the overall data flow diagram.

	Julie, Sharon, Susan
	
	Send data checklist to Kristin to complete.

	Julie
	
	Ask the leader of the Digital Atlas Working group (Sharon or Betsy) to schedule another meeting.

	Julie
	
	Revive the Metadata Working Group.

	Julie
	
	Send copy of FGDC-EIS crosswalk to Don, Steve, and Ted Haberman.

	Don, Kristin
	08/25/04
	Export Mtns2004 data from the external hard drive that is configured for Macs.

	Don, Dotty
	
	Investigate security issues for sensitive data.

	Don, Anna
	
	Generate detailed flow of actions for processing video data and add this to the overall data flow diagram.

	Anna
	
	Speak with Jimmy Connors about creation of highlight videos.  Add this process to the data flow diagram.

	Susan
	
	Talk with Kevin about the minor changes that were made to the MIS to accommodate the EIS/MIS mapping. 

	Susan
	
	Deliver the modified EIS tables to Kristin so that they may be incorporated into both versions of the EIS.

	Susan
	09/15/04
	Deliver the EIS runtime to Mike for their NURP cruise.  

	Susan, Kristin
	
	Develop a data output (dive summary?) from the EIS to be posted on the NURP Web site.  

	Kristin
	08/27/04
	Deliver Charleston Bump 2003 data to NCDDC, NODC and the NCL.  

	Kristin
	08/25/04
	Deliver NWHI multibeam data to NCDDC.

	Kristin
	
	Talk with George and Sharon about changes and enhancements to the EIS that might better suit NGDC needs.

	Kristin
	
	Set up a meeting to discuss reporting needs.

	Kristin
	08/25/04
	Send information regarding the Grants Online training to IPT.

	Kristin
	
	Investigate the possibilities of conducting IPT briefings to other NOAA groups.

	Kristin
	08/27/04
	Deliver NWHI multibeam data to NGDC.

	Kristin, George
	
	Talk about the archival of fathometer images at NGDC.

	Kristin, Sharon, George
	
	Discuss the EIS as it relates to the needs of NGDC.


Next IPT Meeting:

October 6, 2004

10am

� CIMS = Cruise Information Management System.  It is the integration of OE’s EIS and NURP’s MIS.  
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