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Integrated Product Team

Digital Atlas Pilot Project Working Group

Meeting Summary

March 5, 2003

Teleconference



The second meeting of the Digital Atlas Working Group (DAWG) was held on March 5, 2003 via conference call.  All participants were asked in advance to have an internet hookup available during the teleconference to view the initial work of the Digital Atlas Pilot Project (DAPP) prototyped by the National Coastal Data Development Center (NCDDC).  

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the status of action items that were assigned during the February meeting as well as to review the Digital Atlas prototype.  Both goals were accomplished and much constructive feedback was given concerning the development of the DAPP.  Additional feedback/advice/direction is asked of all working group members to enhance and further develop this product.  Work is proceeding on time as scheduled.

Participants:
	Sharon Mesick
	NCDDC
	
	Kristin Heron
	NOS/Special Projects

	Kevin Joy 
	NURC NA-GL
	
	Leslie Sautter
	College of Charleston

	Betsie Gardner
	NCDDC
	
	Kelly Boyd
	NCDDC

	Fred Klein
	Mitretek
	
	
	



Housekeeping

The minutes from the February 4-5th DAWG meeting and the March agenda were posted to the OE Content Management Framework (CMF) website for review by all.  The minutes were unanimously approved without modification.

February Action Items

Action items from the February meeting were statused as follows:

1. Identification of base layers and cruise data for PP integration:  

Status: No action was taken during February.  

Discussion: Members were again requested to provide information about complimentary datasets to display within the Atlas.  Leslie directed attention to two NOAA CSC databases and to George Sedberry for potential data sources; Kevin identified several potential data sources; MPA, geo-sediments and bathymetry data were also generally discussed.  Members were again urged to follow up with emails, contact information, etc.

2. Provision of cruise information for 2001-2003: 

Status: Cruise reports have been identified.  OE staff is in the process of digitizing these and will forward.  John and Kristin also provided a map of cruise areas of interest.  NCDDC staff will digitize this.

Discussion: Other requested info has been discussed with John McDonough in place of Craig, who had the original action item.  Craig’s time on the project in February was limited due to funding issues.

3. OE Project spreadsheet: 

Status: John and Kristin provided the spreadsheet to NCDDC.  

Discussion: Initially there was some confusion about the application of the spreadsheet, cruise reports and map [#2 items] to the CD stand-alone product vice the web-enabled Digital Atlas.  The spreadsheet, map and cruise reports did not align.  On-going discussion with WG members before, during and after the WG meeting clarified the situation.  In addition, it was determined that the CD product would go directly to OE for approval and would bypass the WG whose primary interest is the web enabled Digital Atlas.

4. PI poll for data set list (2001-02 cruises): 

Status: No action was taken during February.

Discussion:  All WG members are aware of the need for data, particularly in association with the primary area of interest associated with the pilot, the South Atlantic Bight.  WG members agreed to approach John/Craig to determine the best way to locate any digital cruise data and related “data of opportunity.”

5. Integrated requirements for other OE WGs

Status:  No action was taken during February

Discussion:  The EIS/MIS meeting scheduled for later in March is expected to yield requirements, primarily for the DMP and Cruise Report WGs.  DAPP requirements are seen as less formal, and there is no place holder in Fred’s requirements document for these either.  NCDDC will produce a document, The NCDDC OE Digital Atlas Project Plan, to identify the PP requirements, describe the approach and resulting products.

6. Requirements for PP integration

Status: No action was taken during February

Discussion:  The integration of all requirements identified within the IPT to the PP is seen as having questionable value, since the time frame for pilot project completion does not allow time for integration of new requirements developed by the IPT.  One area where the “big picture” starts to come together is within the scope of metadata, which is required for every step of the process.  Sharon described the Metadata Enhanced Resource Management Aid (MERMAid), a tool developed at NCDDC to facilitate metadata entry, cataloging and access using object methods.  This tool will be briefed at the DMP meeting at UCONN scheduled for late March.  Sharon agreed to provide documentation for the WG. 

Additional discussion: Is briefing schedule for Office of IE realistic?  Who should participate in brief to OE?  Will discuss further with John.

7. Education feature of PP web site

Status:  Leslie has sketched out ideas for working with OE data in an educational context.

Discussion:  Leslie has agreed to prepare a PowerPoint for presentation to the WG at the next meeting.

8. FileMakerPro status

Status:  NCDDC received a “loaner” FileMakerPro license from NOS/SP.  NCDDC IT staff is working with NOS to determine why software installation continues to fail.

Discussion:  Once the software is successfully installed, the EIS data will be loaded and evaluated.  Data will be ported to a DBMS that is compatible with ArcIMS.

Digital Atlas web site prototype review

During the teleconference, WG members were asked to review the OE Digital Atlas web site prototype [ http://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/OE .]  The opening page outlines links for project partner pages, FAQs, OE educational links and an HTML rendered map, which digitally duplicates the hand-drawn map provided by OE [item2.] The HTML map is an image of North and Central America with OE cruise regions highlighted.  When a user clicks on a single region, the ocean exlorer Web site pops up with the page open that corresponds to the particular expedition that took place in that region [http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations].  

The present map link is a placeholder while work continues to obtain the actual cruise reports and data.  The intention is to focus on data from the South Atlantic Bight region, but to provide cruise reports and other data of opportunity for other areas of interest as it becomes available.

The site is currently accessible by anyone, but may be password-protected if deemed necessary.  WG members had excellent suggestions for modifications and enhancements to the layout, design and functionality of the site.  The site will be presented to the IPT at the next meeting, March 11.

Addendum

On 7 March NCDDC held a teleconference with John McDonough.  Items pertinent to the WG discussions are included for the record, below:

1. Web site: The design has been executed as envisioned by John.  

a. HTML links to subsequent pages, leading to related links (cruise reports) and ArcIMS sites is good direction.

b. Cruises that overlap regions will be available to users from each region 

c. Web site does not have to be password protected.

d. Thunder Bay 2001 data is proprietary and will not be linked to non-protected site

2. CD product:

a. Should be as simple as possible for user.  Will use HTML instead of ArcExplorer for technical reasons (no installation required).  Will include Adobe Acrobat reader for users who need it.

b. NCDDC will create CD wrapper with explanation, disclaimer, “stay tuned”  etc.

3. Data

a. John will contact Andy Shepard for Oculina data

b. John will provide a digital video and CD with cruise images to enhance products

c. Some data will be accessible through GIS and some via portal download.  Ideally, downloadable data will support educational scenario provided by Leslie

4. Briefs to OE

a. John would like to maintain proposed schedule for in-progress OE briefs (March, May, July) as closely as possible.  Additional levels of the Atlas should be completed prior to the first brief.  

b. Sharon will copy John on the NCDDC OE Digital Atlas Project Plan.

March Action Items

	Who
	Action Item

	Each DAWG member
	Identify and list potential or known sources of base layers and cruise data for inclusion or integration through gateway access into the pilot project (MIS, EIS, archived files or media, other databases, GIS, etc.) and provide list and points of contact to Sharon.Mesick@noaa.gov.

	Each DAWG member
	Email Sharon with any suggestions or comments about the Digital Atlas.  Comments about what is on the front page, how to navigate, what to link, how to link it, the look of the site, etc…  All comments appreciated.

	NCDDC Staff
	Complete EIS installation at NCDDC & begin evaluation for ArcIMS compatibility. 

	NCDDC Staff
	Continue work on Digital Atlas web site

	Sharon Mesick
	Provide MERMAid documentation to the group

	Leslie Sautter
	Develop some scenarios, list, and/or features that should be requirements of the site for the purpose of university education.  Digitize this list for the working group to review.  


Next meeting:

April 2, 2003

1-3 pm (central time)
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